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has used Norco’s unique lifestyle as an eco-
nomic driver to promote economic develop-
ment in the community. In his spare time, Har-
vey enjoys horseback riding, camping, fishing, 
and skiing. 

Harvey’s tireless passion for community 
service has contributed immensely to the bet-
terment of the community of Norco, California. 
Herb has been the heart and soul of many 
community organizations and events and I am 
proud to call him a fellow community member, 
American, and friend. I know that many com-
munity members are grateful for his service 
and salute him as he retires. I wish him and 
his lovely wife Mynon all the best. 

f 

EMPLOYMENT NON- 
DISCRIMINATION ACT OF 2007 

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 7, 2007 

The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the State of the Union had under 
consideration the bill (H.R. 3685) to prohibit 
employment discrimination on the basis of 
sexual orientation: 

Ms. MCCOLLUM of Minnesota. Madam 
Chairman, I rise today in support of the Em-
ployment Non-Discrimination Act (ENDA) be-
cause no American should ever fear being dis-
criminated against in the workplace. 

The Employment Non-Discrimination Act 
makes it illegal to fire, refuse to hire, or dis-
criminate in any way against employees based 
on their sexual orientation. An employee 
should be judged on their qualifications and 
performance in the job, and only on their 
qualifications and performance in the job. 

I am proud that as a member of the Min-
nesota House of Representatives, one of the 
first votes I cast was to ensure that every per-
son in our State is protected from unjust dis-
crimination regardless of race, religion, sexual 
orientation or gender. It is disappointing that 
there are still 30 States in our country where 
it is legal to fire someone because of their 
sexual orientation. 

While not as comprehensive as Minnesota’s 
civil rights law, ENDA is a good step in pro-
tecting every citizen in our country from job 
discrimination. H.R. 3685 simply provides 
basic employment protections for gay, lesbian, 
and bisexual workers. 

This legislation addresses concerns that 
have been expressed by explicitly forbidding 
quotas or preferential treatment. It also en-
sures that both denominational and non-de-
nominational religious schools and religious 
associations continue to have all exemptions 
currently allowed under the law. Further, H.R. 
3685 does not change in any way the defini-
tion of marriage under Federal law. 

I joined Chairman BARNEY FRANK to strike a 
provision regarding marriage criteria in em-
ployment, because it has no practical affect on 
civil rights laws and does not weaken the abil-
ity of this legislation to protect workers from 
being discriminated against based on sexual 
orientation. 

Along with my colleagues, I am committed 
to working to protect, strengthen, and guar-
antee the rights of all workers in our country. 
I am a cosponsor of H.R. 2015, the original 
version of ENDA, which included protections 

for gender identity. Had I had the opportunity 
to vote to include gender identity rights in this 
legislation, I would have supported it. 

Current law bars employment discrimination 
based on race, religion, sex, national origin, 
age, or disability. Further, the Federal Govern-
ment already prohibits discrimination based on 
sexual orientation. It is time to extend these 
protections to all Americans. I urge my col-
leagues to join me in voting for H.R. 3685. 

f 

HONORING THE GORDONSVILLE 
FIRE DEPARTMENT 

HON. BART GORDON 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 15, 2007 

Mr. GORDON of Tennessee. Madam 
Speaker, today I rise to honor the members of 
the Gordonsville Fire Department for their self-
less dedication and bravery in protecting our 
families, day and night. 

The Gordonsville Fire Department was es-
tablished in 1968. Currently, the department 
has 19 volunteers on its roster. 

Without volunteer fire halls, like Gordons-
ville, many places in the Sixth District would 
lack effective fire protection. In the State of 
Tennessee, over 70 percent of fire service is 
provided by volunteers. Among these volun-
teers, almost 75 percent work other daily jobs. 

Ensuring our families’ safety is not without 
risk. Sadly, an average of two firefighters die 
each year in Tennessee in the line of duty. In 
2005, the Tennessee Fire Services and Code 
Academy dedicated a memorial on their main 
campus in Bell Buckle to honor those Ten-
nessee firefighters who have died in the line of 
duty. 

For their willingness to serve, the following 
members of the Gordonsville Volunteer Fire 
Department deserve recognition: Chief David 
Blessman, Asst. Chief Jonas Bullington, Capt. 
Danny Cowell, Lt. Aaron Sterling, Chief of 
Eng. Jimmy Gregory, Donnie Johnson, Matt 
Baker, William Vaughn, Paul Pope, Sam 
Bowles, Terry Fields, Jerry Cralghead, Bran-
don Ingram, Josh Tisdale, Scott Bennett, Josh 
Collins, Melvin Paulk, Cyrus Shores and Ste-
ven Gray. 

f 

RECOGNIZING GEORGE BISTIS 
UPON HIS UPCOMING RECEIPT 
OF THE 2007 GUSI PEACE PRIZE 

HON. ZACHARY T. SPACE 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 15, 2007 

Mr. SPACE. Madam Speaker: 
Whereas, the 2007 Gusi Peace Prize is to 

be bestowed upon George Bistis, Chief of the 
Greek Service, Voice of America; and 

Whereas, the Gusi Peace Prize recognizes 
one’s untiring efforts of working toward finding 
peaceful solutions to political and social issues 
through broadcast journalism; and 

Whereas, the Gusi Peace Prize foundation 
is a nonprofit organization that annually gives 
awards to individuals based on their contribu-
tions to peace and human rights; and 

Whereas, this honor is delivered to Mr. 
Bistis by The Honorable Manuel L. Morato, 

President, Gusi Peace Prize Foundation, and 
The Honorable Barry S. Gusi, Chairman of the 
Board, Gusi Peace Prize Foundation; and 

Whereas, Mr. Bistis’ contributions to broad-
cast journalism have made him an example 
for all to emulate not only in Greece, Turkey, 
and the Mediterranean, but throughout the 
United States and the international community; 
and 

Whereas, the ceremony to present the Gusi 
Peace Prize to Mr. Bistis will take place on 
November 21st of this year in Manila, Phil-
ippines; now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, that along with his peers, cowork-
ers, associates, and the Greek-American com-
munity, I congratulate George Bistis upon his 
upcoming receipt of the 2007 Gusi Peace 
Prize. 

f 

RECOGNITION OF THE GREAT 
AMERICAN SMOKEOUT 

HON. DIANA DeGETTE 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 15, 2007 

Ms. DEGETTE. Madam Speaker, I would 
like to recognize today as the Great American 
Smokeout. For 31 years, the American Cancer 
Society has designated this day to help smok-
ers quit for just 1 day, in hopes that they will 
quit forever. 

Cigarette smoking is the number one pre-
ventable cause of premature death in the 
United States. Every year, more than 400,000 
Americans die from smoking-related illness, in-
cluding cancer, cardiovascular disease, and 
lung disease. One in every five deaths in the 
United States is smoking related. If current 
smoking trends continue, tobacco-related 
deaths worldwide are predicted to double to 
10 million per year by 2030. 

Secondhand smoke exposure causes dis-
ease and premature death in children and 
adults who do not smoke. Secondhand smoke 
causes approximately 3,400 lung cancer 
deaths and 46,000 heart disease deaths in 
adult nonsmokers in the United States each 
year. 

According to the U.S. Surgeon General, 
people who quit smoking, regardless of age, 
live longer than people who continue to 
smoke. Quitting smoking substantially de-
creases the risk of lung and other cancers. 

Most smokers want to quit. Scientists have 
developed, and continue to improve, effective 
ways to help people quit smoking. However, 
these effective smoking cessation tools are 
not yet available to all smokers who are moti-
vated to quit. 

For years, Congress has been largely silent 
on the issue of combating smoking. It is time 
for us to refocus on this issue. I have long 
been involved in efforts to combat smoking 
and its consequences, by introducing bills to 
prevent youth smoking and to support tobacco 
cessation programs. 

This year, we have an opportunity to act. 
Congressman HENRY WAXMAN has introduced 
legislation, H.R. 1108, the ‘‘Family Smoking 
Prevention and Tobacco Control Act,’’ to pro-
tect the public health by providing the Food 
and Drug Administration with authority to regu-
late tobacco products. I hope we will take up 
this bill soon in the Energy and Commerce 
Committee, on which I serve. 
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Please join me in celebrating the Great 

American Smokeout, and in commending 
those who make the commitment to quit 
smoking today. 

f 

PROVIDING THAT THE GREAT 
HALL OF THE CAPITOL VISITOR 
CENTER SHALL BE KNOWN AS 
EMANCIPATION HALL 

SPEECH OF 

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 13, 2007 

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today in strong support of H.R. 3315, a 
measure to designate the great hall of the 
Capitol Visitor Center as ‘‘Emancipation Hall.’’ 
I commend my friend, Representative ZACH 
WAMP for introducing this legislation. I am ex-
tremely proud to be an original cosponsor of 
this legislation and commend my 226 other 
colleagues who share that pride as cospon-
sors. 

I think the Akan principle of Sankofa sym-
bolized by a bird with its head turned back-
wards taking an egg off its back, most appro-
priately demonstrates the importance of this 
legislation. This symbol demonstrates the old 
saying, ‘‘You cannot know where you are 
going, without knowing where you have been.’’ 
The story of the United States Capitol exem-
plifies the importance of this principle in its 
many historically decorated corridors and 
monuments. However, the role of enslaved 
labor in the creation of the Capitol is most no-
tably absent. 

I strongly believe that the true history of our 
Capitol should be recognized so it is not for-
gotten or misinterpreted. Our Nation is so 
great because of the rich diversity of cultural 
narratives, including the experiences of my 
enslaved ancestors. Neglecting to acknowl-
edge these facts when such an appropriate 
opportunity has presented itself, would mean 
forgetting the immense sacrifices of all who 
have contributed to building our nation. Eman-
cipation Hall is the most appropriate title for 
the great hall of the Capitol Visitor Center to 
honor that sacrifice in perpetuity. 

Mr. Speaker, I am moved that the imminent 
passage of this legislation will guarantee that 
the true story of the construction of our Capitol 
will greet generations of visitors to come. 
Emancipation Hall will formally recognize a 
legacy struggle by African Americans and the 
resulting freedom that affords me the oppor-
tunity to serve in this Congress. I urge my col-
leagues to stand with me to support this legis-
lation. 

f 

CONGRATULATING ALEXANDER 
HAMILTON ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 

HON. RAHM EMANUEL 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 15, 2007 

Mr. EMANUEL. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to congratulate Alexander Hamilton Ele-
mentary School on receiving the 2007 Out-
standing School Partnership Award. 

Third, fourth, and eighth grade students of 
Alexander Hamilton were ranked in the top 5 

out of 40 schools in their area in several cat-
egories. The students that were at or above 
national norms were as follows: third grade 
reading—91.7 percent, fourth grade science— 
87.5 percent, eighth grade math—93.3 per-
cent, and eighth grade composite—93.3 per-
cent. The overall combined composite score 
for third through eighth grades indicated that 
80.3 percent of students were at or above na-
tional norms. 

In recognition of these achievements, Chi-
cago Public School’s CEO Arne Duncan and 
Mayor Richard Daley presented Principal Dr. 
Mila Strasburg with the 2007 Outstanding 
School Partnership Award. 

Alexander Hamilton Elementary School has 
a long history of excellence in academic 
achievement. It has been an Illinois State 
Board of Education ‘‘Spotlight School’’ for sev-
eral years, a Chicago Public School ‘‘School 
of Distinction’’, and has been recognized by 
the ‘‘Designs for Change’’ for fifteen consecu-
tive years for high student achievement. 

Madam Speaker, I congratulate Alexander 
Hamilton Elementary School on receiving the 
2007 Outstanding School Partnership Award 
and for setting a shining example for our Na-
tion’s public schools. 

f 

HONORING THE KITTRELL 
VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT 

HON. BART GORDON 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 15, 2007 

Mr. GORDON of Tennessee. Madam 
Speaker, today I rise to honor the members of 
the Kittrell Volunteer Fire Department for their 
selfless dedication and bravery in protecting 
our families, day and night. 

The Kittrell Volunteer Fire Department was 
established in October 1990. In their first year 
of service, the group responded to nearly 70 
calls. Today, the Fire Department has 21 vol-
unteers on its roster and answers between 
150 and 175 calls per year. 

Without volunteer fire halls, like Kittrell, 
many places in the Sixth District would lack ef-
fective fire protection. In the state of Ten-
nessee, over 70 percent of fire service is pro-
vided by volunteers. Among these volunteers, 
almost 75 percent work other daily jobs. 

Ensuring our families’ safety is not without 
risk. Sadly, an average of two firefighters die 
each year in Tennessee in the line of duty. In 
2007, the Tennessee Fire Services and Code 
Academy dedicated a memorial on their main 
campus in Bell Buckle to honor those Ten-
nessee firefighters who have died in the line of 
duty. 

For their willingness to serve, the following 
members of the Kittrell Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment deserve recognition: Members: Asst. 
Chief Tracey Curray, Asst. Chief Joe Barrett, 
Capt. Bobby Brewer, Capt. James Paul, Lt. 
Tim Curray, Lt. Alison Mitchell, Chris Kirksey, 
Dewayne Hayes, Alvin Brandon, Adam Long, 
Addison Bond, Charles Sayler, John Lugo, Jr., 
John Wiseman, Brad Lynn and Stephanie 
Taylor; Members who also serve on Board of 
Directors: Fire Chief George Curray, Laughlin 
Youree, John Donnell, Bud Mitchell and Matt 
Lane; Board of Directors: Glenn Mitchell, Faye 
Curray, Robert Adams, Joseph Peay and Jim 
Puckett. 

RECOGNITION OF EIGHTH ANNUAL 
NATIONAL ADOPTION DAY 

HON. W. TODD AKIN 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, November 15, 2007 

Mr. AKIN. Madam Speaker, I rise today in 
recognition of the eighth annual National 
Adoption Day. 

On November 17, 2007, a record number of 
courts across the country will open their doors 
to finalize the adoptions of thousands of chil-
dren from foster care. Every child deserves a 
permanent and loving family and today there 
are 114,000 children in foster care who are 
still in need of adoptive homes. 

I laud the goals of National Adoption Day 
2007 which include: 

Finalizing adoptions from foster care in all 
50 States; celebrating and honoring all fami-
lies who adopt; raising awareness about the 
114,000 children currently in foster care wait-
ing for adoption; encouraging others to adopt 
children from foster care; building collaboration 
among local adoption agencies, courts, and 
advocacy organizations. 

I applaud the efforts of the hundreds of vol-
unteer lawyers, foster care professionals, child 
advocates and local judges who will come to-
gether to celebrate adoptions. I hope the goals 
of National Adoption Day are met and far ex-
ceeded. 

f 

THE NATIVE AMERICAN HERITAGE 
DAY ACT OF 2007 

SPEECH OF 

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 13, 2007 

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today in strong support of H.J. Res. 62, 
the Native American Heritage Day Act of 
2007. I commend my colleague Representa-
tive BACA for introducing this resolution and 
am honored to be an original cosponsor of the 
legislation. This is a much needed resolution 
that recognizes the vital contributions of Native 
Americans to the history of our Nation. 

I only need to acknowledge my own herit-
age to know that the steps to build the bridge 
of understanding and diplomacy with the Na-
tive Americans and other minorities have been 
inadequate in this country. This legislation 
proves that we live in a nation that is great for 
being able to reflect accurately and recognize 
the history of its own oppressed people. 

This bill considers the Friday after Thanks-
giving as the appropriate day for the Native 
American Heritage Day. The timing for this 
day could not be more appropriate than during 
a weekend of celebration and giving thanks. It 
is only right that the original inhabitants of our 
nation be duly recognized in conjunction with 
this important celebration. 

Mr. Speaker, a specific day of recognition 
will allow future generations to appropriately 
recognize and admire Native Americans for 
their important contributions to all aspects of 
the American life. For too long, this assistance 
in the development of our nation has been 
overlooked. 

This day of heritage does not only exhibit 
proper respect for the indigenous people of 
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